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SOUTH FLORIDA USAPL POLICIES & BY-LAWS

DISCLOSURE: All policies and procedures outlined in these by-laws are subject to change at any time at the sole discretion of the League Operator. 

These by-laws take precedence over any conflicting rules or policies found in other documents. In the absence of a specified local rule, the USAPL Official Player’s Handbook will serve as the default governing authority. 

Any proposed changes or exceptions to these by-laws at the division level must receive prior approval from the League Operator before they may be implemented. 


South Florida USAPL operating in Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties provides a fair and fun pool league for all amateur players. We use the Fargo Rating System to create fair matches between Amateur Pool Players.

We’re committed to giving as many of our players as possible the opportunity to take part in the CSI National Event in Las Vegas for a truly unforgettable experience. To support this goal, the prize funds raised through our local divisions will go directly toward sponsoring the maximum number of local teams and players for the USAPL National Championship Tournament. 

All prize funds are securely held in escrow, ensuring full transparency and accountability. Your efforts and winnings are always protected. We look forward to growing with our community while offering a league experience that is fair, competitive, well-organized, and fun for everyone. 






CONTACTS & RESOURCES

League Manager:
Briana Miller – Cell (484) 719-3141

Assistant League Manager:
Sandy Cheng – Cell (786) 337-2684

Emails:
League Manager: southflorida@playusapool.com
Submit Rosters: info@southfloridausapl.com
FargoRate Support: support@fargorate.com 

Websites:
South Florida USAPL website: www.southfloridausapl.com
USAPL National website: https://www.playcsipool.com/usapl.html
USAPL Race Calculator: http://usaplraceto.azurewebsites.net/
League Management System (LMS): https://lms.fargorate.com

USAPL Official Player Handbook: 
https://www.playcsipool.com/usapl-policies.html

CSI Official Rules:
https://www.playcsipool.com/usapl-rules.html

















REGISTRATION & SIGNUPS

New teams and individual players are welcome to join by signing up through our website: www.southfloridausapl.com or by submitting their rosters via email to info@southfloridausapl.com. 

Roster changes must be finalized by the end of Week 4 of the session. Exceptions may be granted for new divisions or under special circumstances with prior approval from the League Operator. 

All roster updates should be sent via email to info@southfloridausapl.com. 


SESSIONS & SCHEDULES

There will be 3 sessions per calendar year: Winter – Summer – Fall. 

Winter Session (16 weeks): Begins mid–December, ends early April.

Summer Session (16 weeks): Begins approximately the 2nd week of April,
ends late-July.

Fall Session (16 weeks): Begins early-August and ends late-November.

Playoffs will be scheduled late November through early December.

Play, Pre-plays or make-up matches may be required for the following
Holidays: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Presidents Day, Mothers’ Day, Memorial
Day, Fathers’ Day, Juneteenth, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day,
and Veterans Day. 

No play will be scheduled for Thanksgiving Day or Christmas Eve through New Year’s Day.







TEAMS & DIVISIONS

Standard division teams may include up to 8 players on their roster and will compete in 5 sets per scheduled match. Ladies Team division may include up to 5 players on their roster and will compete in 3 sets per scheduled match. 
Team handicaps are as follows:
· USAPL Gold Tier: Maximum combined Fargo rating of 2375 
· USAPL Platinum Tier: Maximum combined Fargo rating of 2750
· USAPL Ladies Team: Maximum combined Fargo rating of 1275

Teams exceeding the cap will receive a 1-point penalty for each point over the above limit during a scheduled match.

8-ball matches will follow the Short-Race format and 9-ball matches will follow the Long-Race format, and 10-ball matches will vary depending on size of table. 
· 10-ball matches on 9ft tables will follow the Short-Race format
· 10-ball matches on 7ft tables will follow the Long-Race format

Race lengths determined by the official USAPL Race-To Calculator. Any deviations from the format must receive prior approval from the League Operator.

Division sizes must include a minimum of 6 teams and may have a maximum of 16 teams. 


TEAM FEES & PAYMENTS

There are NO annual membership fees for USAPL Divisions. However, players in BCAPL or dual-sanctioned BCA/USAPL divisions must pay an annual membership fee.

The standard weekly team fees are as follows:
· Single Play Division (one match per night): $65
· Double Play Division (two matches per night): $130

Payment can be made through digital platforms, such as Venmo or Zelle. Please put Team Name, Week #, and League Venue in comment section of payment. 
Venmo: South_Florida_USAPL  /  Zelle: 484-719-3141 

The full weekly fee is required regardless of forfeits or make-up matches.
Team Captains are responsible for ensuring timely payment to League Manager, and all match scores must be submitted no later than 12:00 PM after league play (next day). Failure to pay the full standard weekly team fees by this time will result in a loss of bonus points for the team. If payment is not made before the next scheduled match, the team will be suspended from play and all matches will be forfeited until the balance is paid in full. Make-up matches are not permitted under these circumstances. In the event of a cancellation due to unforeseen circumstances or acts of God, payments will be due on the next night of scheduled league play. 

*$40 of the $65 match fees is directly allocated to the Player Prize Fund, which is securely held in a USAPL National Escrow Account until it is distributed at the end of the season.  *This amount is doubled for Double Play Divisions. 

Weekly dues may vary by division with prior approval from the League Operator.

If the weekly fee is different than $65, the contribution to the Player Prize Fund will adjust accordingly. 


FORFEITS

During the regular season, individual set forfeits are scored 100-0, while a full team match forfeit results in a 550-0 score. In the playoffs, forfeited individual sets are scored 200-0. 


DUPLICATE PLAYER POLICY

To help teams avoid forfeits, one player may play two sets in a single team match. The following rules apply: 
· The opposing team must be notified prior to the start of the match.
· The opposing team chooses which player on the short-handed team will place twice. 
· The chosen duplicate player should not cause the team to exceed the 2375 team Fargo limit, unless both teams agree to it. 
· A duplicate player earns:
· Only one week of credit toward USAPL Nationals eligibility.
· MVP points for only one set, regardless of playing two. 
· Duplicate players are not allowed during the final four weeks of a session unless explicitly approved by the League Operator. 

MAKEUP MATCHES

Full team makeup matches may be scheduled in the following situations:
· Official holidays (as outlined in the Sessions & Schedules section above), 
· Inclement weather (i.e. hurricanes or other unforeseen events)
· For Sunday teams at Classic Billiards when a tournament or special event is scheduled (applies only until expansion is completed – early November). 

All makeup matches must be played within two weeks of the originally scheduled date. Failure to do so will result in a forfeit. 

Teams are allowed to reschedule a maximum of one individual set per league match. This set must also be completed within two weeks to avoid a forfeit. 

No make-up matches or sets are allowed after Week 14 of a session. Teams are required to give at least five days’ notice to the League Operator before playing a make-up match or set. 

Flexibility will be granted for teams or players participating in CSI regional or national events. Additional exceptions may be considered for other events but must be approved in advance by the League Operator. 

If a team has players present and available to play, those players must play. If five players are present, the team is required to play those players – even if playing the fifth player puts the team over the 2375 Fargo cap. In such cases, the team must either compete with the players available or accept a forfeit. Makeup matches are not permitted under these circumstances. 


PRE-PLAY MATCHES

Teams are allowed to complete pre-played sets or matches up to two weeks in advance of the scheduled date. The opposing team is expected to make every reasonable effort to accommodate the request. 
If a match is moved up in the schedule for pre-play, the full weekly fee ($65 for standard league divisions) is still due on the originally scheduled date of that match.
ROSTER CHANGES

Roster changes are permitted during the first four weeks of a session without needing prior approval from the League Operator. 

All roster updates must be submitted via email to info@southfloridausapl.com.

Roster changes sent less than 24 hours before the scheduled start of league play may not be processed in time for that night’s match. To ensure accuracy and eligibility, please submit changes as early as possible. 


NEW TEAMS

New teams may join the division to fill a bye spot during the first four weeks of a session. Once added, the team will be given 2-3 weeks to complete any makeup matches from weeks they missed. 


NO-SHOW POLICY

If an entire team fails to show up on a scheduled league night without prior notice, the team will be removed from the division. Additionally, the team and its players will be banned from further participation in USAPL unless the full session fee for the team is paid in full. 


TEAM WITHDRAWL AFTER WEEK 4

If a team withdraws from the division after Week 4 of the session, they remain financially responsible for the full amount of weekly dues for the remainder of the session. Until the balance is paid in full, all players from the departing team will be suspended from participating in any South Florida USAPL or BCAPL events. 



BONUS POINT OPPORTUNITIES

SUBMITTING SCORES ON TIME 
· 100 points awarded for properly submitting scores on time. Both teams are required to submit a scoresheet by the end of the scheduled night of play (by 12 AM). Teams are responsible for verifying that the scores match before submitting.
· If discrepancies arise, the League Manager will update the scores at their discretion. If a disputed score arises, teams can request a review by emailing the League Manager at southflorida@playusapool.com. 

NOTE: Disputes must be raised within two weeks of the match date. The League Managers decision is final if a dispute cannot be resolved. 

If your team is unable to submit scores on time, please email the League Manager at southflorida@playusapool.com before the two-week deadline. 

Improperly submitted scoresheets may result in 0 bonus points for the team.

Improperly submitted scoresheets include, but are not limited to:
· Mismatch between game score or player matchups. 
· Intentional misrepresentation of scores.
· Failure to submit scores by the 2 AM deadline. 

TIMELY PAYMENT
· 100 points awarded for paying the full standard weekly team fees by 12 PM the day after play via Venmo, Zelle or Cash. 
· 50 points awarded if payment is submitted after 24 hours, but within 48 hours.

The full standard weekly team fee is due for each scheduled match, regardless of any makeup sets or matches. It is the responsibility of the Team Captain to ensure timely payments are made. 


RULES CLARIFICATION

Restoration of a Disturbed Ball:
If a ball is accidentally disturbed and it does not affect the outcome of the shot (i.e. does not result in a ball-in-hand foul), the opponent has the option to either:
· Leave the ball where it came to rest, or 
· Restore it to its original position before the next shot is taken. 

If the ball is to be restored, it may be done by a referee, the opponent, or by you (with your opponent’s permission). If both players cannot agree on the original position, the League Manager will make a final judgement and reposition the ball as accurately as possible. 

NOTE: The purpose of restoring a disturbed ball is to return it to its original position, not to gain a competitive advantage. 

Illegal Break:
8-ball
· An illegal break gives the opponent two options:
· Re-rack and break themselves, or 
· Have the original breaker re-rack and break again. 
9-ball or 10-ball
· An illegal break results in ball-in-hand for the opponent. 
· If the cue ball misses the entire rack, it is considered illegal.
· No re-rack or re-break option is available in this format. 












SPORTSMANSHIP & ETIQUETTE

At South Florida USAPL, we prioritize fairness, fun, and respectful competition. We encourage all Team Captains and experienced players to help educate newcomers on proper pool etiquette and behavior.

Dispute Resolution

If a conflict arises and cannot be resolved between players or teams, consult the League Manager.

Disruptive Conduct / Unsportsmanlike Behavior Penalties

If a player’s behavior interferes with league play, the following progressive penalties may be enforced:
1. First Offense: Verbal warning
2. Second Offense: Ball-in-hand awarded to the opponent
3. Third Offense: Loss of game
4. Fourth Offense: Forfeit of the set

If an offense occurs while no active set is in progress, bonus points may be deducted as an additional penalty.

Manipulation of Standings

Any team found deliberately manipulating standings (i.e., sandbagging, falsifying scores, throwing matches, excessive forfeits) may face serious consequences, including:
· Disqualification from playoffs
· Suspension or permanent removal from South Florida USAPL










USAPL NATIONALS 

The USAPL Nationals is an annual event held in February at Westgate Resort & Casino in Las Vegas, NV. The prestigious event features both team and singles events in 8-ball, 9-ball, and 10-ball. 

TEAM/PLAYER ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

To be eligible for participation in the USAPL Nationals, the following criteria must be met:
· A player must have played a minimum of eight matches within a single session and in the same division as the team that qualified for USAPL Nationals and/or Division Playoffs.
· The player must also remain active on a roster for the following session.
· To maintain eligibility, players must stay on an active roster through the next session, having played at least two matches between January 1st and the start of the USAPL Nationals event. 

For additional details on USAPL Nationals Team/Players Eligibility, refer to pages 14-15 in the Official USAPL Player’s Handbook. The handbook can be found on the South Florida USAPL website: www.southfloridausapl.com or on the CSI website: https://www.playcsipool.com/usapl.html


LEAGUE SPONSORED TEAMS / PLAYERS 

The Player Prize Fund is allocated separately for each division. In other words, the league fees collected in each division are returned as prizes for that same division, after accounting for team jerseys/t-shirts, trophies, merit awards, and other administrative expenses. The amount available in each division’s prize funds depends on (1) the size of the division and (2) the weekly league dues collected during the 3 sessions of the competitive year. 


PRIZE BREAKDOWN

The prize breakdown is as follows: 
· Sponsored National Team
· Single Play Divisions Total Prize: Up to $6,625
· $6,000 for travel funds
· $625 for entry fees (Las Vegas)
· Double Play Divisions Total Prize: Up to $7,250
· $6,000 for travel funds
· $1,250 for entry fees (Las Vegas) 
· Travel Fund Distribution
· Each travelling team member will receive a maximum of $750 for travel expenses.
· Any excess travel funds (if fewer than 8 players travel) will be returned to the division’s Player Prize Fund. 
· Sponsored National Player – MVP (Singles Division)
· Total Prize: $900
· $750 for travel funds
· $150 for entry fees (Las Vegas)

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION & QUALIFICATION

Sponsored National Team Prizes are awarded first, up to the maximum of $6,625 per team. Once this amount has been fully allocated, the remaining funds will be used for Sponsored National Player – MVP (Singles) prizes in denominations of $900 until the fund is exhausted. 

Any leftover funds will be used to further subsidize additional team and singles prizes, when possible. 

For teams or MVPs who choose not to attend a national or regional event, the following policy applies: 
· Half of the travel funds (i.e. $375 per player) will be disbursed to the qualifying team members or MVP. 
· The remaining half will be returned to the division’s Player Prize Fund. 
The returned funds may be used to support additional playoff teams or singles players from that division in attending national events. 

Over 95% of the prize funds will be distributed to the division from which the funds were collected, ensuring fairness and transparency. Breakdown of funds for each division can be found on the South Florida USAPL website.

Priority Order for Sponsored Team Prizes
1. Fall Session Team Playoffs
2. End-of-Year Team Rankings

Final standings for the competitive year are calculated by adding:
· The higher of the Winter or Summer session team score, plus
· The Fall session team score. 


TEAM PLAYOFFS

Team playoffs are held at the end of the Fall session for all divisions. Each team must pay the equivalent of one week of team fees to participate in playoffs.

To be eligible to compete in the division playoffs, a player must meet both criteria:
· Have played at least 8 matches in any Winter or Summer session, and 
· Have played a minimum of 4 matches in the Fall session with the playoff team. 

Seeding for the playoffs is based on each team’s overall performance across the competitive year. Higher-ranked teams may receive one or more byes in the single-elimination format. 

NOTE: Consistent performance throughout the year improves playoff seeding and prize eligibility – every match matters! 


SPONSORED TEAM PRIZE ALLOCATION

If a division’s Player Prize Fund supports only one Sponsored Team Prize, a single-elimination playoff will determine the winner. 

If the prize fund supports multiple Sponsored Team Prizes:
· One prize is reserved for the playoff winner.
· The remaining prizes are awarded to the teams that finish highest in the overall annual standings AKA Natural Winners. 

For example, in a division with 12 teams across 3 sessions and enough prize funds for 3 Sponsored Team Prizes:
· The top 2 teams in the end-of-year standings are awarded as Natural Winners and the remaining 10 teams compete in a single-elimination playoff to determine the third Sponsored Team. 

MVP AWARDS – DIVISION SINGLES

Sponsored National Player Prizes – MVP (Singles) will be distributed based on the following criteria: 
· The Top Divisional MVP each session is determined by calculating the average MVP Points per week played. Each session MVP will be awarded a gift card and an MVP t-shirt from Game On Gear. 
· The player with the highest cumulative MVP points total across the Winter, Summer, and Fall sessions will automatically earn the Sponsored National Player Prize.  
· Players must have competed in at least 8 weeks during the session they were ranked top MVP and must stay active in the division to remain eligible. 
· An MVP player cannot win the Sponsored National Player Prize in consecutive years. In such cases, the next-highest ranked player based on cumulative MVP points total will be awarded the prize.
· The number of Singles MVP Prizes awarded is subject to prize fund availability after Team Prizes are allocated. Not all divisions may have funding for Singles MVP Awards. 

SELF-FUNDED ENTRY FOR TEAMS / SINGLES – LAS VEGAS NATIONALS AND/OR OTHER REGIONAL EVENTS

Eligible teams and players have the option to self-fund their travel and entry fees to participate in the USAPL National Tournament in Las Vegas, NV or other regional events. 

For details on eligibility and/or the registration process, please contact your League Operator. 

Additional information is available at: www.playcsipool.com – navigate to the Events tab for the current year’s schedule and requirements. 
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